
National Survey of Children’s 
Exposure to Violence

This study explores the incidence and 
prevalence of children’s exposure to 
violence as either victims or witnesses and 
marks the first comprehensive attempt to 
measure children’s exposure to violence in 
the home, school, and community across all 
age groups from birth to age 17. 

www.ojjdp.gov/publications/PubResults.
asp?sei=94

Report of the Attorney General’s 
National Task Force on Children 
Exposed to Violence 

This report provides a “blueprint” for action 
by the federal government, states, tribes, 
communities, and the private sector to 
increase and coordinate research and 
resources to defend children against       
exposure to violence.

www.justice.gov/defendingchildhood/cev-
rpt-full.pdf

Ending Violence So Children  
Can Thrive

The report—commissioned as part of 
Attorney General Eric Holder’s Defending 
Childhood Initiative—presents the advisory 
committee’s findings and offers policy 
recommendations to address the impact 
of violence on American Indian and Alaska 
Native children.

www.justice.gov/sites/defaultfiles/
defendingchildhood/pages/attachments/ 
2014/11/18/finalaianreport.pdf
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A Message From OJJDP
Children are exposed to violence 
every day in their homes, schools, 
and communities. They may be 
struck by a boyfriend, bullied by a 
classmate, or abused by an adult. 
They may witness an assault on a 
parent or a shooting on the street. 
Such exposure can cause significant 
physical, mental, and emotional harm 
with long-term effects that can last 
well into adulthood.

In 1999, OJJDP created the Safe 
Start Initiative to prevent and reduce 
the impact of children’s exposure to 
violence through enhanced practice, 
research, evaluation, training and 
technical assistance, resources, and 
outreach. The initiative has improved 
the delivery of developmentally appro-
priate services for children exposed to 
violence and their families.

Understanding the nature and extent 
of children’s exposure to violence 
is essential to combating its effects. 
Partnering with the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, OJJDP 
has sponsored the most compre-
hensive effort to date to measure 
children’s exposure to violence. The 
National Survey of Children’s Expo-
sure to Violence is the first survey 
to ask children and caregivers about 
exposure to a range of violent inci-
dents and maltreatment.

As amply evidenced in this Bulletin, 
children’s exposure to violence is 
pervasive and crosses all ages. The 
research findings reported here are 
critical to informing our efforts to pro-
tect children from its damaging effects.

Access OJJDP publications online at www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ojjdp

Children’s Exposure  
to Violence: 
A Comprehensive 
National Survey

David Finkelhor, Heather Turner, Richard Ormrod,  
Sherry Hamby, and Kristen Kracke

This Bulletin discusses the National Sur-
vey of Children’s Exposure to Violence 
(NatSCEV), the most comprehensive 
nationwide survey of the incidence and 
prevalence of children’s exposure to vio-
lence to date, sponsored by the Office of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Preven-
tion (OJJDP) and supported by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). Conducted between January and 
May 2008, it measured the past-year and 
lifetime exposure to violence for children 
age 17 and younger across several major 
categories: conventional crime, child 
maltreatment, victimization by peers and 
siblings, sexual victimization, witnessing 
and indirect victimization (including expo-
sure to community violence and family 
violence), school violence and threats, and 
Internet victimization. (For more detailed 
information on the types of violence that 
children were questioned about, see 
“Screening Questions” on page 2.) This 
survey is the first comprehensive attempt 
to measure children’s exposure to vio-
lence in the home, school, and community 
across all age groups from birth to age 17, 

and the first attempt to measure the cumu-
lative exposure to violence over the child’s 
lifetime.

The survey confirms that most of our 
society’s children are exposed to violence 
in their daily lives. More than 60 percent 
of the children surveyed were exposed 
to violence within the past year, either 
directly or indirectly (i.e., as a witness to 
a violent act; by learning of a violent act 
against a family member, neighbor, or 
close friend; or from a threat against their 
home or school) (for full details on these 
and other statistics cited in this Bulletin, 
see Finkelhor et al., 2009). Nearly one-half 
of the children and adolescents surveyed 
(46.3 percent) were assaulted at least once 
in the past year, and more than 1 in 10 
(10.2 percent) were injured in an assault; 1 
in 4 (24.6 percent) were victims of robbery, 
vandalism, or theft; 1 in 10 (10.2 percent) 
suffered from child maltreatment (includ-
ing physical and emotional abuse, neglect, 
or a family abduction); and 1 in 16 (6.1 per-
cent) were victimized sexually. More than 1  
in 4 (25.3 percent) witnessed a violent act 

Following are some of the studies and reports that are helping to inform the Office of Juvenile Justice and            
Delinquency Prevention’s (OJJDP’s) policy and program development: 

RESEARCH AND REPORTS SPONSORED BY OJJDP

Reforming Juvenile Justice: A 
Developmental Approach 

The central premise of this report is that 
the growing body of knowledge about 
adolescent development, particularly 
increasing knowledge about the adolescent 
brain, should inform the goals, design, and 
operation of the juvenile justice system.

www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_
id=14685

Implementing Juvenile Justice 
Reform: The Federal Role

This report provides a strategic plan for the 
federal government, particularly OJJDP, 
to support and facilitate developmentally 
oriented juvenile justice reform, as 
detailed in Reforming Juvenile Justice: A 
Developmental Approach.

www.nap.edu/catalog/18753/
implementing-juvenile-justice-reform-the-
federal-role

Confronting Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation and Sex Trafficking 
of Minors in the United States 

This report examines the extent and nature 
of commercial sexual exploitation and 
sex trafficking of U.S. citizens and lawful 
permanent residents of the United States 
younger than 18, and strategies to address 
the problem.

www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_
id=18358

Crimes against 
Children Research 
Center and Centers 
for Disease Control 
and Prevention

National Academy 
of Sciences

STUDIES AND REPORTS THAT ARE

Informing OJJDP Initiatives

National Academy 
of Sciences

Attorney General’s 
Advisory Committee on 
American Indian and 
Alaska Native Children 
Exposed to Violence

Report of the Attorney General’s National Task Force on 

Children Exposed to  V iolence 

Attorney General’s 
National Task Force 
on Children Exposed 
to Violence

National Academy 
of Sciences
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Pathways to Desistance: A 
Longitudinal Study of Serious 
Adolescent Offenders 

The Pathways to Desistance study looks 
at the factors that lead youth who have 
committed serious offenses to continue or 
desist from offending, including individual 
maturation, life changes, and involvement 
with the criminal justice system.

www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/230971.pdf

Program of Research on 
the Causes and Correlates 
of Delinquency 

The Causes and Correlates longitudinal 
projects—the Denver Youth Survey, the 
Pittsburgh Youth Study, and the Rochester 
Youth Development Study—examine how 
youth develop within the context of family, 
school, peers, and community to improve 
the understanding of serious delinquency, 
violence, and drug use.

www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/fs99100.pdf

RESEARCH AND REPORTS SPONSORED BY OJJDP (CONT.)

Girls Study Group

OJJDP convened the Girls Study Group 
to establish a research-based foundation 
to guide the development, testing, and 
dissemination of strategies to reduce or 
prevent girls’ involvement in delinquency 
and violence. The group was also charged 
with evaluating the patterns of offending 
among adolescents and how they differ for 
girls and boys; risk and protective factors 
associated with delinquency, including 
gender differences; and the causes and 
correlates of girls’ delinquency.

www.ojjdp.gov/programs/ 
girlsdelinquency.html

Northwestern Juvenile Project

The Northwestern Juvenile Project is the 
first large-scale, prospective longitudinal 
study of the mental health needs and 
outcomes of juvenile detainees. The 
project includes a diverse sample of 1,829 
youth who were arrested and detained in 
Cook County, IL, examining patterns and 
sequences of disorders, the impact of these 
disorders on functioning, and key risk and 
protective factors.

www.ojjdp.gov/pubs/234522.pdf

Girls Study Group

U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Justice Programs

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 

ojjdp.govOffice of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention

Melodee Hanes, Acting Administrator

Beyond Detention

Even though research indicates that 
the majority of youth in the juvenile 
justice system have been diagnosed with 
psychiatric disorders, reports issued by 
the Surgeon General and the President’s 
New Freedom Commission on Mental 
Health show that juvenile detainees 
often do not receive the treatment and 
services they need.

This bulletin series presents the results of 
the Northwestern Juvenile Project, the 
first large-scale, prospective longitudinal 
study of drug, alcohol, and psychiatric 
disorders in a diverse sample of juvenile 
detainees. Individual bulletins examine 
topics such as suicidal behaviors in youth 
in detention, posttraumatic stress disor-
der and trauma among this population, 
functional impairment in youth after 
detention, and barriers for youth who 
need to receive mental health services. 

Nearly all detained youth eventually 
return to their communities and the 
findings presented in this series provide 
empirical evidence that can be used to 
better understand how to meet youth’s 
mental health needs and provide ap-
propriate services while in detention and 
after their release. The Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
hopes this knowledge will help guide 
innovative juvenile justice policy and 
create a better future for youth with psy-
chiatric disorders in the justice system.

The Northwestern Juvenile Project: 
Overview
Linda A. Teplin, Karen M. Abram, Jason J. Washburn, Leah J. Welty, Jennifer A. Hershfield,  
and Mina K. Dulcan

Highlights
The Northwestern Juvenile Project (NJP) studies a randomly selected sample 
of 1,829 youth who were arrested and detained in Cook County, IL, between 
1995 and 1998. This bulletin provides an overview of NJP and presents the 
following information about the project:

• NJP is a longitudinal study that investigates the mental health needs 
and long-term outcomes of youth detained in the juvenile justice 
system.

• This study addresses a key omission in the delinquency literature. 
Many studies examine the connection between risk factors and the 
onset of delinquency. Far fewer investigations follow youth after they 
are arrested and detained.

• The mental health needs of youth detained in the juvenile justice 
system are far greater than those in the general population.

• The mental health needs of youth in detention are largely untreated. 
Among detainees with major psychiatric disorders and functional 
impairment, only 15 percent had been treated in the detention center 
before release.

February 2013
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Northwestern 
Juvenile Project
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Causes and Correlates of
Delinquency Program

by Katharine Browning, Ph.D., David Huizinga, Ph.D.,
Rolf Loeber, Ph.D., and Terence P. Thornberry, Ph.D.

The Program of Research on the Causes and Correlates of
Delinquency (Causes and Correlates) comprises three coordi-
nated longitudinal projects: the Denver Youth Survey, directed
by David Huizinga at the University of Colorado; the Pittsburgh
Youth Study, directed by Rolf Loeber, Magda Stouthamer-
Loeber, and David Farrington at the University of Pittsburgh;
and the Rochester Youth Development Study, directed by
Terence P. Thornberry at the University at Albany, State Univer-
sity of New York. Initiated in 1986 by the Office of Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), the Causes and
Correlates projects are designed to improve the understanding of
serious delinquency, violence, and drug use by examining how
youth develop within the context of family, school, peers, and
community. This Fact Sheet provides a brief overview of the
research design used by the projects and describes the sample
used by each project.

Research Design
The Causes and Correlates projects all use a similar research
design. All of the projects are longitudinal investigations
involving repeated contacts with youth during a substantial
portion of their developmental years. In each project, research-
ers conduct individual, face-to-face interviews with inner-city
youth considered at high risk for involvement in delinquency
and drug abuse. Multiple perspectives on each child’s develop-
ment and behavior are obtained through interviews with the
child’s primary caretaker and, in two sites, through interviews
with teachers. In addition to interview data, the studies collect
extensive information from official agencies, including police,
courts, schools, and social services.

The Denver Youth Survey
The Denver Youth Survey is based on a random sample of
households in high-risk neighborhoods of Denver, CO. The
survey respondents include 1,527 children and youth (806 boys
and 721 girls) who were 7, 9, 11, 13, or 15 years old in 1987

and who lived in 1 of the more than 20,000 households randomly
selected from disadvantaged neighborhoods with high crime
rates. Interviews with the youth and one caretaker were con-
ducted annually from 1988 to 1992; this process resumed in 1995
and will continue through 1999. The project has a high rate of
retention, with completion rates of 91 to 93 percent in the first 5
years and a constant 80-percent rate for the 1995–98 period.

The Pittsburgh Youth Study
The Pittsburgh Youth Study began with a random sample of boys
in the first, fourth, and seventh grades of the Pittsburgh, PA,
public school system. Information from the initial screening was
used to select the top 30 percent of boys with the most disruptive
behavior. This group of boys, together with a random sample of
the remaining 70 percent who showed less disruptive behavior,
became the sample for the study. The sample contains approxi-
mately 500 boys at each grade level, for a total of 1,517 boys.
Each student and a primary caregiver were interviewed at 6-
month intervals for the first 5 years of the study; teacher ratings
of the student were also obtained. The middle sample (fourth
grade) was discontinued after seven assessments. The youngest
sample (first grade) and oldest sample (seventh grade) are
currently being interviewed at annual intervals, with totals of
16 and 14 assessments, respectively. The study has been highly
successful in retaining participants, with a retention rate of at
least 85 percent for each assessment.

The Rochester Youth Development Study
The Rochester Youth Development Study sample consists of
1,000 students (729 boys and 271 girls) who were in the seventh
and eighth grades of the Rochester, NY, public schools during the
spring semester of the 1988 school year. Males were oversampled
because they are more likely than females to engage in serious
delinquency and students from high-crime areas were over-
sampled based on the assumption that they are at greater risk for
offending. This project is a 12-wave prospective panel study in

Program of Research 
on the Causes 
and Correlates of 
Delinquency

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Justice Programs 

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 

Jeff Slowikowski, Acting Administrator March 2011 

Highlights From Pathways to Desistance:  
A Longitudinal Study of Serious Adolescent Offenders   
Edward P. Mulvey 

The Pathways to Desistance Study is a large collaborative, 
multidisciplinary project that is following 1,354 serious 
juvenile offenders ages 14–18 (184 females and 1,170 males) 
for 7 years after their conviction (for more detailed informa-
tion, see “Study Design”).1 This study has collected the most 
comprehensive data set currently available about serious 
adolescent offenders and their lives in late adolescence and 
early adulthood. It looks at the factors that lead youth who 
have committed serious offenses to continue or desist from 
offending, including individual maturation, life changes, and 
involvement with the criminal justice system. 

Study Findings 

The primary findings of the study to date deal with the 
decrease in self-reported offending over time by most serious 
adolescent offenders, the relative inefficacy of longer juvenile 
incarcerations in decreasing recidivism, the effectiveness of 
community-based supervision as a component of aftercare for 
incarcerated youth, and the effectiveness of substance abuse 
treatment in reducing both substance use and offending by 
serious adolescent offenders. 

Most youth who commit felonies greatly reduce their 
offending over time, regardless of the intervention. Ap-
proximately 91.5 percent of youth in the study reported 

decreased or limited illegal activity during the first 3 years 
following their court involvement. In particular, two groups 
of male offenders—those with high, stable offending rates, 
and those with high, but declining offending rates—had very 
different outcomes despite similar treatment by the juvenile 
justice system (see figure 1). For both groups, approximately 
40 percent of offenders were in jail or prison across the 
3-year followup period (see “Study Design”); each group also 
had similar percentages under detention or in a contracted 
residential placement (about 20 percent of each group was in 
each of these forms of supervision). Overall, approximately 
50 percent of the youth in each group were under some form 
of supervision during the followup period, and about 20 
percent were receiving community-based services. 

Key Points 

•  Most youth who commit felonies greatly reduce their offending  
over time.  

•  Longer stays in juvenile institutions do not reduce recidivism. 

•  In the period after incarceration, community-based supervision is  
effective for youth who have committed serious offenses.  

•  Substance abuse treatment reduces both substance use and criminal 
offending for a limited time. 

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention  ojjdp.gov

Pathways to 
Desistence Project

Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention

RESEARCH BY OTHER AGENCIES

Adverse Childhood 
Experiences Study 

The Adverse Childhood Experiences Study 
is one of the largest investigations ever 
conducted to assess associations between  
childhood maltreatment and later-life health 
and well-being.  

www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/
acestudy

Preventing Mental, Emotional, 
and Behavioral Disorders 
Among Young People 

This report documents that an increasing 
number of mental, emotional, and 
behavioral problems in young people are in 
fact preventable.

www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12480 

National Academy 
of Sciences

http://ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/230971.pdf
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http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12480


Closer to Home: An Analysis of 
the State and Local Impact of the 
Texas Juvenile Justice Reforms 

This report, which is based on analyses 
of more than 1.3 million individual case 
records drawn from three state agencies, 
examines the impact of extensive steps that 
Texas policymakers took between 2007 and 
2011 to reform the state’s juvenile justice 
system. 

http://csgjusticecenter.org/wp-content/
uploads/2015/01/texas-JJ-reform-closer-
to-home.pdf

Breaking Schools’ Rules: A 
Statewide Study of How School 
Discipline Relates to Students’ 
Success and Juvenile Justice 
Involvement 

This report describes the results of an 
analysis of millions of school and juvenile 
justice records in Texas to improve 
policymakers’ understanding of who is 
suspended and expelled from public 
secondary schools and the impact of 
those removals on students’ academic 
performance and juvenile justice system 
involvement. 

http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/drupal/
system/files/Breaking_School_Rules.pdf

The School Discipline Consensus 
Report: Strategies From 
the Field To Keep Students 
Engaged in School and Out of 
the Juvenile Justice System

This report offers a comprehensive set of 
policy statements and recommendations for 
approaches to school discipline that reduce 
reliance on suspensions and expulsions of 
students for nonviolent behavior, improve 
students’ academic outcomes, and promote 
safe and productive learning environments.  

http://csgjusticecenter.org/wp-content/
uploads/2014/06/The_School_Discipline_
Consensus_Report.pdf

Council of State 
Governments 
Justice Center

Council of State 
Governments 
Justice Center

Council of State 
Governments and  
Public Policy 
Research Institute

Core Principles for Reducing 
Recidivism and Improving 
Other Outcomes for Youth in 
the Juvenile Justice System 

This white paper focuses on how to better 
leverage existing research and resources to 
facilitate system improvements that reduce 
recidivism and improve other outcomes for 
youth involved in the juvenile justice system.

http://csgjusticecenter.org/wp-content/
uploads/2014/07/Core-Principles-for-
Reducing-Recidivism-and-Improving-
Other-Outcomes-for-Youth-in-the-
Juvenile-Justice-System.pdf

Measuring and Using Juvenile 
Recidivism Data To Inform Policy, 
Practice, and Resource Allocation 

This issue brief highlights the key findings 
of a survey of juvenile correctional 
agencies in all 50 states and provides 
five recommendations for improving their 
approach to the measurement, analysis, 
collection, reporting, and use of recidivism 
data for youth involved with the juvenile 
justice system. 

http://csgjusticecenter.org/wp-content/
uploads/2014/07/Measuring-and-Using-
Juvenile-Recidivism-Data-to-Inform-Policy-
Practice-and-Resource-Allocation.pdf

Council of State 
Governments 
Justice Center

August 2015

Connect With OJJDP:

Council of State 
Governments and  
Public Policy 
Research Institute

RESEARCH BY OTHER AGENCIES (CONT.)
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